
It has been a pleasure to welcome the students back

to BTC for 2020. We have a number of new students

and staff joining our community this year and we look

forward to watching them grow as the year

progresses. 

 

In next weeks' notices I look forward to formally

introducing our new staff in a special article for our

community. As a school, our focus for 2020 will be on

celebrating success and on Wednesday morning we

acknowledged and celebrated the transition of our

year 12 students into their final year of schooling at

BTC. For some we formally recognised their

positions as leaders within the school, but as a whole

my challenge for year 12, irrelevant of badges or

titles, was to step up as a group to support one

another to enhance the opportunities and learning

environment at BTC. 
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We have been busy to commence the year providing as much information as possible to our

families and community. We hope this has been timely and informative and will continue to

develop the quality, relevance and regularity of our information to parents. The key piece of

information for the commencement of the new year has been the introduction of our mobile

phone policy and changes to our laptop program. Our mobile phone policy will come into full

effect from Monday 3 February with devices not to be used between 8:25am and 3:00pm. If

devices are accessed in this time they will be confiscated and stored in our admin building

and parents contacted. I ask that you take the time to familiarise yourself with the new policy

and we look forward to your support as we continue to educate our young people how to be

socially and digitally responsible.

 

Mr. Simon Murphy
Principal

Principal's Report continued

 

BYOD
BYOD

Bring Your Own Device

We are in the process of undertaking a review of

technology use at BTC through Independent

Schools Queensland (ISQ). As part of this review

we are looking into the model for device / laptop

use across the school. As such we will have a

transition period over the next 6 months to allow

us to action the recommendations from ISQ in

regard to staff training, student roll out and

parental information. At this stage it is not

mandatory for students to have a device to start

the year and the school will where needed provide

access to devices for assessment and

classwork. We will be providing a clear outline of

our chosen technology strategy in Week 2

providing device specifications, purchase methods

and procedures moving into 2020.
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Uniforms

Hello,

My name is Robyn Thompson. I am an Endorsed Enrolled Nurse.  I

qualified in 2006 and have worked mainly in Rural Facilities ever since. I did

work in Townsville Hospital on and off for about 6 years.  I also worked at

one of the other boarding schools here in Charters Towers previously.  

I came to BTC in July last year, after a slow start, as I broke my knee just

as school was starting. I really enjoyed working with the students and

parents last year and am looking forward to another successful year this

year. I am happy to be contacted anytime to discuss any concerns you

have with the students.

My previous history was as a civilian in the Army and Airforce doing

logistics and catering. I was also a Trainer and Assessor for Rural Fire

Service. I had been involved with QFES for many years.  I was also a

Communication Officer for QFES.  I grew up a bush kid, mainly from

Aramac/Muttaburra area.  I also grew up around the coal fields, before they

were known as the Bowen Basin. I look forward to meeting you as the year

progresses.

Meet our College Nurse Robyn

Contact Details:
Phone: 0427 875 132

Email: nurse@btc.qld.edu.au
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School Starts:  8:20
Mentor:  8:25 - 8:35

Period 1:  8:35 - 9:35
Period 2:  9:35 - 10:35

Morning Tea:  10:35 - 11:00
Period 3:  11:00 - 12:00
Period 4:  12:00 - 1:00

Lunch:  1:00 - 2:00
Period 5:  2:00 - 3:00 
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Co-Curricular Calendar

Term 1 House Events

Archie
Black

Bryce
Dickson

Bacon
Bacon



Welcome back to a new and exciting year in
Boarding. A special welcome to all our new
students who have joined us for the first time.
Our existing boarders and staff hope you feel
welcomed and enjoy your time with us. The first
week has been a time of settling into routine
and getting to know everyone. Our senior girls
have been of great help setting out their dorms
and duty lists and just generally being helpful in
any way possible.  We are hoping to finalise an
activity roster in the coming weeks. When doing
this we are very mindful of costs to families and
any big excursions we will try to give plenty of
notice. 
 
Our first event for this term will be the
Valentines Dinner. This is always an exciting
time for students to dress up in their lovely
outfits and enjoy a more formal dinner.
 
The Dining Hall will also be hosting a Mexican
Night where the menu will fit the title. A gentle
reminder to make sure your child’s clothes are
well named so that they will not lose them
through the wash. 
 
Town Leave will be on Friday’s for all students
and Saturday is open for Year 9 to 12. Both days
will be in Day Uniform. Special requests for
younger students to attend town on Saturday
will be at the discretion of the Head of Boarding. 
 
The first weekend of the term is a closed
weekend. This is so all student have time to be
in a more relaxed atmosphere and get to know
everyone around them.
 
Please feel free to email or phone me with any
concerns about your daughters.
 

Until next time,
 

Mrs. Maree Ballantyne
Head of Girls' Boarding

 
0418 760 362

mballantyne@btc.qld.edu.au
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Girls' Boarding News
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The Queensland Country School Banking program will commence on
Tuesday 11 February.  Staff from our local branch will be here from 2:30pm
to open accounts for children and their parents/guardians.  This program is
optional to Junior School students but is a great way to teach children
about the fundamentals of financial literacy and the importance of saving.

A reminder will be sent
out to parents in Week 3.
 
Savings prizes will be
awarded twice a year.
Each week the children
bank they will receive a
sticker.
 
If any students already
have a Qld Country Kids
club account, they can
use it for their school
banking.
 
For more information,
please contact Mrs.
Jenny Black;
jblack@btc.qld.edu.au



Communication is a key focus for all staff at BTC and we are
working hard to promote and maintain effective lines of
communication between staff, students and parents.
 

Our role is to provide and maintain an environment in which
our BTC community can access and benefit from clear lines of
communications on all levels.  
 

Below you will find our Staff Contact Flow Chart.  This is a
great tool to determine the path you need to take to get the
right information.  As always, please contact the office if you
need further assistance - 07 4787 5100.
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Staff Contact Details



Uniform Shop
The P&F would be extremely grateful for any volunteers to

assist in the Saleyards Canteen at the upcoming Bull Sale and
future Cattle Sales.
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P&F News

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au

Can you help?

The P&F are calling
for VOLUNTEERS for
the Saleyards Canteen

Bull Sale
Monday 3 & Tuesday 4

February

If you could spare an hour or two, 
please contact the Canteen Coordinators at

canteencoordinator@btc.qld.edu.au

This is a great

Fundraiser for
our school



Week 2, Term 1 Parent Notices

Dining Hall Menu




