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Pictured above are the BTC Junior Leaders for 2020 with Mrs
Jenny Black, Head of Junior School.

Principal's Report
Thank you to our families and community for your feedback
over the first four weeks of the 2020 school year. With a
number of new staff and some fantastic new opportunities
being offered, I encourage you to continue sharing with me
your feedback on strengths and weaknesses as we seek to
build our communication and consistency, enhancing the
learning environment at BTC.
Celebrating success has been a key concept for our
community this year and I'm pleased to say that our students
and staff have stepped up to the challenge. BTC students
have been well represented in the Charters Towers Netball
and Rugby League teams, our Junior School leaders have
been inducted, our open boys rugby league team won their
first game in the Townsville Secondary Rugby League
competition, we had an outstanding solo musical performance
as part of our assembly last week and continue to build our
co-curricular offerings with our design group kicking off this
week. Please visit our Facebook page to help us
acknowledge and celebrate student success.
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Principal's Report continued
It was my pleasure to spend Monday evening with many of our Junior School parents for our first
information evening for the year. It was fantastic to see Mrs Black back on deck fighting fit along with
our outstanding Junior School team who introduced our families to the focus for Term 1 and beyond.
We also launched the Junior School Seesaw app to assist us in providing our parents with an insight
into the classroom. Parents and families are able to connect with classes and see students in action
throughout the week through staff posts. Over the coming weeks our staff will be working to build
their class updates to include some work samples and action shots for each of the students in their
room. Seesaw will provide you as the parents with the opportunity to prompt meaningful discussions
and join us in the learning journey for each child.
Last week I introduced the first in a series of online safety and awareness resources for our families.
The biggest challenge for today’s families is the speed in which the online environment evolves and
the way in which our children rapidly adapt and interact in that space. As parents and carers, we
often lack the knowledge to address concerns and then put in place strategies before the next big
thing comes along. The resource on the page attached to the email comes from
http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/ an English organisation who provide some fantastic resources
for schools and families. This week’s resource provides a great summary of what parents need to
know about online challenges which are highly engaging in a digital world.
Mr. Simon Murphy
Principal

Introducing...
Seesaw the Family app

An evening with
Barbara Arrowsmith-Young

Please join us
6:00PM | MONDAY 2 MARCH 2020
MERCURE INN TOWNSVILLE
Tickets can be purchased via
www.trybooking.com/BHFXD
or by scanning this code
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School Photo Day

SCHOOL PHOTOS
will be taken on
FRIDAY 13 MARCH 2020
Whilst an envelope and flyer will be distributed
shortly, if possible it is our preference that ordering
be completed online to reduce administration and
potential security issues related to the return of cash
and envelopes on photo day.
Orders for packages and sibling photographs can be
placed securely online at www.advancedlife.com.au
using our school’s unique 9 digit advancedorder
code: CTG 7WQ Z3D. Portrait and group package
orders are due by photography day.
Should you wish to purchase a sibling photograph
online, the order must be placed no later than the day
before photography day. Sibling photographs will
only be taken if an order has been placed.
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Co-Curricular Calendar

Interschool
Swimming Carnival

Wednesday 26 February
8:30am FIRST RACE - 200m Freestyle
100m Freestyle
Day Students who are in the
4 x 50m Medley Relay
Interschool Swimming Team are to
meet at the Town Pool at 8:15am.
11:00-11:45am LUNCH BREAK
Swim Team Boarders will walk over
50m Freestyle
at 8:00am.
50m Breaststroke
8:35am following Mentor, Year
7,8&11
will meet at Sports Centre &
50m Backstroke
walk to pool, returning for Morning
50m Butterfly
Tea.
11:30am Year 9,10&12 to meet at
4 x 50m Freestyle Relay
Sports Centre & walk to pool.
Presentations
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STEM ACADEMY

Creative Computing

STEM Academy will be held
EVERY THURSDAY
3:15pm to 4:30pm | SCIENCE LAB 1

Creative computing emphasizes the knowledge, practices,
and fundamental literacies that young people need to
create the types of dynamic and interactive computational
media that they enjoy in their daily lives.
Following the curriculum developed by the Harvard
Graduate School of Education, students learn how to
create a wide variety of interactive media projects –
animations, stories, games, and more – and share those
projects with others in an online community.

Note: This program is open to Years 7 to 9 ONLY.
Students must bring computers.
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Junior School Banking Program
Thank you to all the Junior School Bankers who have signed up to the
Queensland Country School Banking Program. Due to popular demand,
the ladies from the local branch will be back next Tuesday, 25 February from
2:30pm to open any new accounts. Parents are welcome and encouraged to
attend to assist your child/ren in opening their new account.

Savings prizes will be
awarded twice a year.
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they will receive a sticker!

Friendly Reminder

Grade 7 & 10 students are to
get their vaccination consent
forms back to the School by
Thursday 27 February.
If any parents have any
questions regarding vaccinations,
please contact the College Nurse
or Charters Towers Child
Health Service 4787 0361.
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Girls' Boarding News
The weeks are going very quickly. Week 5 is upon us already. It has been a busy time in
School and boarding. Intershcool Tennis and training sessions for Rugby Union have
started for the girls. We have girls going to dance lessons at Power Up also. This term I
have organised Yoga sessions for our boarding girls. Local Yoga instructor, Carolyne
Brumby comes every Saturday at 10.30am-11.30am. We have these sessions in the
vacant Kindy. Last week we had 13 girls attend. The feed back from those that attend is
very positive. On Saturday, 22 February, 30 boy and girl boarders are attending the Open
Day for the Cowboys new Stadium in Townsville. Last Friday night, 27 girls attended the
CTSHS Valentine's Dance. As you can see, it has been a very busy term so far!
The Boarders' Valentine's Dinner was an enjoyable evening, and all students made a
special effort to dress up for the occasion. The weather has not been kind to us, so the
pool has been a welcomed part of their free time on weekends. Sunday, 23 February the
girls are having a sleep-in. I find that the middle of the term they start to get tired. We
bring the breakfast to the dorms and the girls come down to the foyer when they are
hungry. I do like all to be up and organised by 10am though.
Last Friday, we said our sad goodbyes to one of our beloved DIning Hall Cooks', Vivian.
She will be greatly missed by the student body, especially the boarders. We wish Vivian
all the best for her well-deserved retirement.
A friendly reminder about clothing and the importance of having all items named. We still
have many items coming back from the laundry unnamed. Some of these are uniforms
and for many this is an expensive item for parents to replace if they are not named and
are claimed by others.
Once again, a reminder to parents if you have any concerns or worries please do not
hesitate to call. Little issues can become big ones if not attended to straight away.
Until next time, stay safe
Mrs Maree Ballantyne - 0418 760 362 / mballantyne@btc.qld.edu.au
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P&F News

Join Us!
The P&F committee are always
looking for new members and fresh
ideas for fundraising projects.

Saleyard Canteen
Volunteers

Working Bee

required for
upcoming
Cattle Sale

Wednesday
26 February
(numbers pending)

Uniform Shop Hours
The Secondhand Uniform
Shop is OPEN every
THURSDAY afternoon;
3:00pm to 4:30pm

Saturday 22 February
8:00am
Many hands make light work

AGM
Due to a clash with Barbara
Arrowsmith-Young’s visit to
Townsville, the BTC P&F’s AGM
and March General Meeting
have been rescheduled to
Tuesday 3 March at 5.30pm in
the School Library

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au
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