
Week 8, Term 1 Parent Notices

Blackthorn Bulletin
Contents:

DEAN'S REPORT

 

LOTS OF SOCKS DAY

 

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

 

UNIFORMS

 

CALENDAR OF

EVENTS

 

OTHER SCHOOL

NEWS

 

CO-CURRICULAR

CALENDAR

 

GIRLS BOARDING

NEWS

 

P&F NEWS

 

DINING HALL MENU

Pictured above L-R: Mrs Black, Mrs Schulz, Mrs Walsh,
Barbara Arrowsmith-Young, Mrs Bignell and Ms Sell at the
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Dean of Studies Report
As we hurtle towards the end of Term 1, student assessment

is well underway. Our Year 7s are trying out secondary

assessment for the first time and our Year 12s are also

working on the  ever summative assessment under the new

QCE system. 
 

The Year 7s, this term, have been on a steep learning curve

and the latest installment in their learning is about managing

their time. A number of these students have found it difficult to

complete their work by due dates. I had the opportunity to

check some Year 7 students’ diaries during the last week and

believe that if they can make better use of this essential tool,

they will be well on their way to better management of their

time as well. This is something that their teachers (and

Mentors) will support them in over the next few weeks and it

would be helpful if parents could also help in this area.



Year 11 and 12s main exam block occurred during this week. Having said that, there were not too

many exams as most of the assessment for these year groups this time was in the form of

assignments. Some of you may have noticed that there was a change to the way in which our

seniors submit their assignments under this new system. They now submit their work via reception

by 3:00pm on the due date. This has been done so that it is easier for Mrs Katrina Bushell, the

Senior Secondary Assessment & Programming Coordinator, to follow up with students who fail to

submit their work or submit it late. The system seems to be working well so far, taking pressure off

classroom teachers and making the students more accountable.
 

Of course, there is lots going on for students in Years 8, 9 and 10 as well. They have been very busy

working on assignments and completing exams too. The updated Assessment Policy for Years 7 –

10 should be published early next week. We have made some changes to the way things are done

in these year levels as well. For example, if students do not submit work on the due date, they will be

removed from class for the day to complete the overdue task. They will also need to apply for

extensions for assignments directly to me as Dean of Studies, rather than to their classroom

teachers. 
 

My final piece of news is that students in Years 7 – 10 are currently completing P.A.T. testing in

Mathematics, Grammar & Punctuation, Spelling and Reading. Once this is finished and we have all

of the results, we will make some changes to the class structures for Term 2, but I will give you more

information about this next time.

 

Mrs Jillian Schulz
Dean of Studies
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Dean of Studies Report continued

World Down Syndrome Day

Lots of Socks

BTC will be participating in the Lots of Socks

campaign on Friday 20 March to help raise

money and awareness for Down Syndrome.
 

We encourage ALL students to wear colourful

socks to school and bring a gold coin donation.

All money raised will go to Down Syndorme

Australia.



Over the past fortnight we have had some huge

announcements in our community regarding

Staffing, BYOD, Scholarships, Boarding and

most importantly some super excited Junior

School award recipients. The jubilation on the

faces of some of our youngest BTC students as

they proudly make their way to collect their award

is something that lightens the heart of our whole

community. Whilst it is these simple little

successes that make BTC such a great

environment for individual growth, it is the tireless

work of our team in the background that has led

to some fantastic large scale success in recent

times.
 

I am pleased to confirm the appointment of two

new Heads of Boarding, Miss Carmen Ryan;

Girls Boarding and Mr Andrew Thorne; Boys

Boarding. Miss Ryan will be joining our boarding

team from Monday 9 March working alongside

Mrs Ballantyne for the remainder of the term to

guide our young ladies. Carmen is a past BTC

student attending the College from 2003-2007,

completing her time as a Boarding Captain and

Vice Captain. She brings with her a passion for

teaching and boarding with experiences from the

International School of Macao China,

Rockhampton Grammar and most recently

McDonald College in Sydney. 
 

Mr Thorne joins us with extensive education,

student welfare and management experience

developed through his time working in Zoology,

University lecturing and Secondary education.

Most recently he has been working as the Head

of Senior School and Deputy Head of Boarding at

Macquarie Anglican Grammar School. Mr Thorne

is an experienced educator having delivered

senior Biology and Agriculture for over 15 years

and playing a leading role in the development of

the first secondary school boarding program in

Dubbo. He will be joining us to commence Term

2.

Principal's Report
Whilst we have been able to bring in outstanding

staff, I would like to thank Mrs Maree Ballantyne

and Mr Max Batt for their outstanding care and

support for our students. Whilst Mr Batt will be

continuing his transition into the Manual Arts 

classroom, Mrs B will gradually move into a part

time role in the boarding houses. 
 

Our 2021 scholarship program has recently been

released on our website with a range of new

opportunities designed to support students with a

range of skills and abilities to access the

educational opportunities at BTC. 
 

Our BYOD @ BTC information package was

released to our families providing a clear direction

for educational device use at BTC. We would like

to encourage our families to research appropriate

devices over the coming term in preparation for

the official launch of BYOD @ BTC for the start of

Term 3. Whilst we will be providing a purchase

portal option for our parents, the options to utilise

the recommended device requirements provided

to purchase locally is also encouraged. 
 

Whilst we have some amazing opportunities and

programs coming together for the future of BTC,

we are also farewelling two of our senior staff who

are moving to new opportunities. Mr Holland will

be finishing his time with us this week and I would

like to thank him for his passion and expertise in

the science space. Mr Pike and his family will be

leaving Charters Towers to take up a fantastic

opportunity in Ipswich at the conclusion of Term 1.

As the Dean of Staff he has helped shape our new

staffing structures in 2020 to position our school

for success in the future. Working with our

leadership team we have been able to

successfully appoint a science specialist to

commence in Week 8 and will be working to

ensure the continuation of quality programming

and teaching across the senior school into Term 2

and beyond.

 

Mr Simon Murphy
Principal
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Calendar of Events
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Uniforms 

Week 8 - March 2020

Swapped around



On Monday 2nd March the Arrowsmith

students along with a group of parents and

teachers had the pleasure of meeting with

Barbara Arrowsmith-Young. During their

session with Barbara the students were

given the chance to not only listen to

Barbara’s amazing story firsthand but also

to share their own Arrowsmith experiences

and to ask her questions. Later that

evening we had the opportunity to listen to

Claire Harvey (Arrowsmith Program

graduate) and Tyrone Spence (current

Arrowsmith student) share the stories of

their Arrowsmith journey. It was

heartwarming to hear about the impact

that the program has had on these young

lives and how it has made their learning

easier.
 

If you are interested in hearing these and

more stories follow Arrowsmith on

Facebook and Instagram or visit

www.arrowsmithschool.org for more

information.
 

Mrs Kellie Walsh
Arrowsmith Program Leader

A reminder to all families, if you
haven't returned your Medical
Information Forms, could you
please do so as soon as
possible? This is vitally
important to ensure that all
students' records are up to date
 

Please hand them into the main
office or email them to
reception@btc.qld.edu.au

Arrowsmith News
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Other News
All of the girls in the Sew Good -
Sewing & Design group made
decorative cushions last week and
did a terrific job. Next week we're
going to start on rag mats. 



Co-Curricular Calendar
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Another week of Term 1 has passed us by. Activities both social and sporting are well underway.

Last Saturday both Boys' and Girls' Boarding had activities in the undercover area. This proved to be

a lot of fun for them with many prizes on offer. It was also a good bonding session for them as we

ended the activity in a circle with each student giving a positive comment to the one next to them. 
 

Saturday night in Green Dorm a movie was held for all Junior girls. Sunday morning, we had a sleep

in with breakfast brought down for them once again. Netball and Touch are in progress which makes

Wednesday and Thursday nights very busy with transport. Yoga sessions are very popular, and the

girls are extremely happy and relaxed after each session. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to Carmen Ryan who will, as of Term 2 be Head

of Girls' Boarding. Carmen is a past student who was Boarding Captain and College Vice-Captain in

2007 and went on to complete her Bachelor of Education (Secondary) – Bachelor of Arts at James

Cook University. She has extensive experience in Boarding having worked at The Rockhampton

Girls’ Grammar School, The International School of Macao (Macau, S.A.R.) and most recently The

McDonald College in Sydney. I am very happy and confident that Carmen will continue to do the

very best for Girls’ Boarding and the College in the future.
 

As for myself, after 20 years I have made the decision to step back from full-time work and I will

return in Term 2 in the role of Boarding Supervisor. I am looking forward to spending more time with

my family.
 

Until next time,

Mrs Maree Ballantyne
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Girls' Boarding News

Miss Carmen Ryan



Saleyard Canteen
Volunteers

required for
upcoming 
Cattle Sale

PRESIDENT:  Jasmin Boschetti

VICE PRESIDENTS:  Sharon Stevenson & Jolene Hoey

SECRETARY:  Amy Russell

TREASURER:  Lisa Giddy

FUNDRAISING COORDINATORS:  Sharon Stevenson

& Jolene Hoey

4787 5100  |  btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au

The Secondhand Uniform

Shop is OPEN every

THURSDAY afternoon;

3:00pm to 4:30pm

Containers for Change
The P&F have an account

with Containers for Change.
If you would like to donate

your recyclables to the P&F,
our account number is

C10203835
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P&F News

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au

Wednesday
18 March 

(numbers pending)

Uniform Shop Hours

2020 P&F Committee

Saleyard Canteen

Volunteers also

required for the

SPECIAL STORE

SALE

Friday 20 March
For more information, please contact

Theresa at

canteencoordinator@btc.qld.edu.au
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Dining Hall Menu


