WEEK 9, TERM 2

PARENT NOTICES

Perseverance is the steadfast pursuit of a task, mission, or
journey in spite of obstacles, discouragement, or distraction.
Over the course of the term our staff and students have
definitely displayed this character trait. Education is an ever
changing environment at the best of times without the
distraction of COVID 19. Despite this distraction the staff and
students have continued on their mission conquering the
obstacles as a team.
We have had an outstanding end to Week 8 with our students
engaging in the first major sporting event since COVID
restrictions were introduced; Interhouse Cross Country.
Students from our smallest Pre-Preps to our Year 12 seniors
all covered varying distances on the BTC grounds. Again
perseverance was on display with our students pushing
themselves up hills, beyond the pain barrier and past
perceived limitations to complete their journey. The greatness
of each individual student was on display whether crossing
the line in first or last they supported one another and rose to
the challenge.
With the obstacles in place over the first part of the year the
way in which we report on academic and personal
achievement for Semester One will be adjusted accordingly.
These adjustments will see reporting focused on the Key or
Core Learning Areas which continued throughout the home
learning period. In the Junior School, reports will focus on
student achievement and growth in Mathematics, English and
General Studies across the semester. Our Senior School
reports will provide feedback on Mathematics, English,
Science and HASS for our Year 7 & 8 students with the
addition of elective and ATAR courses for Years 9 to 12. In
2020 reporting will also be presented in a new format that we
hope provides more value and insight for our parents.
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Principal's Report continued
BYOD@BTC is still moving ahead to commence in Term 3 and many of our families who have been
involved in the current laptop program will have received/or be receiving a letter outlining the
possible purchase of existing devices. For our new students and families please find attached to
today’s notices the information guide that was distributed earlier in the year. This guide provides
minimum specifications and device requirements for students at BTC. Devices can be purchased
from a range of local suppliers or through the JBEducation BTC portal. Our staff will be spending the
professional development days at the end of this term refining teaching practices to effectively
incorporate digital technologies and support existing teaching and learning programs. For our
parents there will be a BYOD@BTC online information session in Week 10, Tuesday 23 June at
6:00pm. This session will be available to all families through Zoom with a link distributed next week.
Despite the challenges this year we have continued to persevere with a number of small
improvements across the BTC campus. Access through the woggie for our Junior School Students
has just been completed, the shade sails over the handball courts are in the final stages and we are
moving forward with the new gym location with the support of the P&F. We will begin the roll out of
new interactive and presentation technologies across the learning spaces in the school, with the first
round seeing significant upgrades in seven of our teaching spaces in this coming holiday period.
One of the most significant programs we have been working toward is upgrades to our boarding
facilities. Air Conditioning is the key focus to be completed in the Christmas break ready for the new
year along with upgrades to the study facilities. We have a visit from the Government Grant Authority
in July which if successful will enable us to begin planning on the boarding projects. As a school we
have also commenced the process of reinstating Agricultural Studies as a subject offering with initial
planning looking promising for 2021.
Over the last two weeks we have had two staff members depart the school for personal reasons.
Whilst this can have an impact on the students in their classes our Academic Leaders in each of
these faculties have done a tremendous job to ensure continuity of learning for all. It is never ideal to
have changes mid semester, however as we progress toward a culture of success and focus on
having the highest quality teaching in each and every space, changes will occur. We have identified
and have secured experienced, specialist staff to fill these vacancies from Term 3 providing
consistency for our students as they progress toward key milestones in the academic year. As a
community the Charters Towers School have been working together to rebuild the sporting and
academic opportunities for students in Term 3. Whilst these are important, one of the biggest events
on the Senior Student calendar is the Interschool Formal. We are pleased to announce that this
event will proceed in Term 3 on Friday September 11.
Term 2 thus far presented many challenges but I would like to acknowledge the way in which our
BTC Community has persevered, returning to grow and prosper as the year progresses.
Mr Simon Murphy
Principal
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Uniforms

NEW
Boy's Day Hat
Years 6 to 12 Boys are now required to
have the new Day Uniform Hat.
This will replace the wide-brimmed navy
hat. Boaters are still required for Year 12
Formal Occasions and they will be
issued by the office moving forward.

Hats are now available from Titley's
Department Store. All Boys from
Years 6 to 12 will have until the
beginning of Term 4 to purchase the
new hat. Thank you.

We encourage students to take care with their grooming and presentation. Everybody is
responsible for ensuring that uniform standards are maintained. If a student is unable to wear
the correct/complete uniform, they should have a note from home or from the Head of Boarding.

Our uniform is a requirement and should be worn correctly at all times.

GIRLS DAY UNIFORM
Day Dress
BTC White Day Socks
Black Leather School Shoes
Panama Hat (Secondary)
Navy Wide Brimmed Hat (Junior)
Navy Scrunchie or Ribbon
BOYS DAY UNIFORM
Day Shirt
Navy Shorts
Long Socks
Black Leather Belt
Black Leather School Shoes
BTC Broad Brimmed Straw Hat

GIRLS FORMAL UNIFORM
Day Dress
BTC White Day Socks
Black Leather School Shoes
Panama Hat (Secondary)
Navy Wide Brimmed Hat (Junior)
White Scrunchie or Ribbon
Tie (Year 12 Only)
Black Leather Court Shoes (Year 11 & 12
Special Events Only)
Blazer (Year 11 & 12 Only)

WINTER UNIFORM
BTC Navy Knitted Pullover
GIRLS ONLY: Navy or Black Thick Stockings
BOYS ONLY: Navy Long Pants
JUNIOR SCHOOL ONLY: Navy Fleece
Pullover & Navy Fleece Pant

GIRLS & BOYS UNIFORM
BTC Sports Polo
House Polo
Navy Sports Shorts
BTC Sports Socks
BTC Broad Brimmed/Bucket Hat
Joggers
WINTER UNIFORM
BTC Tracksuit Jacket
BTC Tracksuit Pant

BOYS FORMAL UNIFORM
Day Shirt
Tie (Year 7 to 12)
Navy Shorts (Year 2 to 6)
Navy Long Pants (Year 7 to 12)
Long Socks
Black Leather Belt
Black Leather School Shoes
Boater (Year 12 Special Events Only)
to be issued from the office

Please make sure that you are
dressed accordingly at all times.
Please refer to the Parent
Notices for what uniform to wear
each day. By wearing the BTC
uniform, you are representing
our College.
Please do not mix and match
uniforms. The PE Tracksuit is
not to be worn with the Day
Uniform.
Mr Adam Bowden
Acting Head of Senior School
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FRIENDLY REMINDER
Please remember to collect School Photos from the Office if you have
not already done so. Parents are asked to sign for their child's photos.

YEAR 12

WILL BE SELLING CHOCOLATES NEXT
WEEK TO RAISE MONEY FOR THEIR LAST
WEEK OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES. PLEASE
SUPPORT THEM AND BRING A FEW
DOLLARS TO SCHOOL NEXT WEEK.

Little Chocs 50c
Choc Bar $2
Choc Block $5

2018

Blackthorn
Magazine
If any of our families have not
collected their FREE copy of the
2018 Magazine, please come and
grab one from the Office.
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Name Tags on Uniforms
Please ensure that all items of
clothing are named (with tags if
possible). All Boarders must have
their items clearly marked with name
tags to avoid confusion in the
laundry.
Students are responsible for their
own items. Now that we are entering
into winter, please ensure that all
jumpers, jackets and tracksuit pants
are clearly marked as it is difficult to
identify lost property, this also
applies to hats.

Lunchbox Information
WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL.
Please refrain from packing items such as Nutella,
Dunkaroos (which are hazlenut-based spreads) and
Peanut Butter Sandwiches.

We appreciate your cooperation.

Water Bottles
Due to AHPPC guidelines, water fountains or
drinking coolers (direct to mouth) are now turned off
or have been disconnected. We have put these
measures in place to assist us in meeting
compliance requirements to reopen fully. Junior
School Students may want to bring an extra water
bottle to school, however there are some drink
stations set up in the Senior School to refill bottles.
Thank you for your support and assistance in
making sure we stay safe.
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by Mr Andy Thorne
The last few weeks have been busy in the boarding house with all years back and all dorms
occupied. The return of the Year 9 and 10 boys has completed the full “deck of cards” and it
is nice to have their calming influence and high level conversations around the dorms. Many
of the boys are working hard on assessments as we head into the end of term, while many
still need to focus more and improve their time management skills. The routines and
processes in the dorms are aimed at providing a good structure in those parts of the day
when boys are in dorms, so they are able to build on these to develop their own self
discipline and routines when it comes to their school work and extracurricular commitments.
An important part of these routines is centred around the sleep patterns of the boys.
The following information is taken from an article in the Australian Boarding Schools
Association
(ABSA)
‘Lights
Out’
Magazine,
written
by
Lisa
Maltman
(www.thesleepconnection.com.au).
70% of Australian teenagers are sleep deprived. Improving this situation for boarding
students is far easier than for the rest of the school. Sleep, nutrition and exercise are core
pillars of a healthy life, but sleep will impair function the fastest if you don't get enough. Lack
of sleep will have major impacts on:
Learning and academic performance: Good sleep helps concentration and motivation
along with consolidation and strengthening of new information and memories. When your
child is tired they have difficulty focusing on activities and processing new information.
Without a good night’s sleep, the brain struggles to consolidate each day’s learning and
retain memory. Teachers report poor short-term memory in tired children, that is,
teachings go “in one ear and out the other”.
Emotional and mental health: Children and Teenagers who are sleep deprived have
trouble managing emotions. They may have mood swings and seem irritable, anxious or
depressed. They are more likely to suffer from negative body image and low self-esteem.
Behaviour and decision making: Sleep deprivation affects decision making capacity
and has a negative effect on relationships. The effects on certain parts of the brain also
results in increased clumsiness and risk of accidents.
Body systems: Sleep deprivation affects children’s physical growth, immune system and
plays a key role in weight gain.
The top 4 reasons given for lack of sleep include:
1. Technology / FOMO (social media, gaming, Netflix, YouTube)
2. Homework / study
3. Busy lifestyle combined with poor time management and procrastination
4. Stress
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The National Sleep Foundation recommends 8-10 hours of sleep for 13-17 year olds.
Some practical sleep tips for everyone, particularly young people are:
I. Prioritise your sleep and create a regular sleep / wake routine
II. Improve your time management skills
III. Clear your mind by setting aside thinking and planning time prior to winding down
IV. Have a one hour break between study and sleep
V. Have a one hour break between electronic devices and sleep
VI. Keep your bedroom an electronics free zone
VII. Keep your bedroom, dark, quiet and the right temperature for sleeping
VIII. Expose yourself to bright light in the morning and dim light at night
IX. Keep pen and paper beside the bed to write down anything that pops into your mind and might
keep you awake if you don't write it down
X. Choose healthy food and drink and avoid caffeine at least 6 hours before bed
XI. Exercise daily but not too close to bed
XII. Have a relaxing pre-bed wind down routine
XIII. Limit weekend sleep ins
XIV. Get rid of the snooze button

Where are you from?
Oakvale Station about
330km South West of
Charters Towers
Tell us a bit about home:
It is known for Lake Galilee which is salt lake which
is 36 kilometres long and 12.5 kilometres wide and
covers approximately 25,700 hectares
How many Brothers and Sisters? I have 3 older
brothers
How long have you been at BTC? 3.5 years
What is your favorite thing about boarding?
Catching up with my mates and playing touch at
night
Who is your favourite NRL team? Panthers
Where do you see yourself in 5 years time?
Being a successful Grazier
Who is your best dorm neighbor and why? Jay
Jay because he helps me put little kids to bed at
night.

Where are you from?
Jiwaka Province, Papua
New Guinea
Tell us a bit about home:
I'm from Jiwaka one of the
22 provinces in Papua New Guinea. My hometown
is about 60km away from the highest mountain
(Mt. Wilhelm) in PNG and Oceania.
How many Brothers and Sisters? 1 brother and
3 sisters
How long have you been at BTC? 2 years
What is your favorite thing about boarding?
Making new friends with a lot of the boys
Who is your favourite NRL team? Brisbane
Broncos
Where do you see yourself in 5 years time?
Playing NRL for the Broncos and beating the
Panthers or a Professional Basketballer
Who is your best dorm neighbor and why?
Jason Kong - because he is so quiet.
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Please contact Theresa or Di
if you can spare any time:
canteencoordinator@btc.qld.edu.au

OPEN every Thursday afternoon

3:00pm to 4:30pm
EFTPOS available

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au
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