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by Mr Simon Murphy
Through the challenges of COVID in 2020 it is hard to escape the
negative press and sensationalist media articles. Numbers of new
cases, community transmission updates, contract tracing and individuals
who appear not to care about the repercussions of their actions are all
weighing heavily on the minds of all Australian’s. In the current climate It
is easy to forget the positives in life and take for granted the freedom we
enjoy.
Last Monday and Tuesday Ms Ryan, Ms Liscombe and myself had the
opportunity to stop for a moment to explore and take in the amazing
Palm Island. With three of our current seniors Maurice, Tina and
Chylesiah proudly introducing us to the place they call home, the people
and community that have shaped them. The natural beauty was on
display before we even left the ferry with whales breaching in the waters
surrounding the island. Upon arrival in palm the students and the
outstanding team from Transition Support Services (TSS) took us to
meet with the Council and Local Mayor Mislam Sam who welcomed us
to the community. The Mayor spoke candidly with our students about his
goals for Palm and the power of education in the community.
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Principal's Report continued...
One of the key focuses for our trip was to learn about our students, their connection to country and the
next generation who may be looking to the mainland for secondary education. With Ms Liscombe coming
on board at BTC we have been able to make connections with schools, families and staff from Palm that
will assist us to support students now and in the future. Maurice, Tina and Chylesiah spoke with the
students from both Bwgcolman Community School and St Michael’s during our visit, discussing the
challenges of moving away from home and the strength and opportunities this has provided them. It was
a fantastic experience and I would like to thank the Palm Island Community, TSS and our Senior
students for their support.
As we move toward the end of the year we have begun planning for 2021 and beyond looking at
physical, human and educational needs at BTC. As part of this process we are beginning to advertise for
a range of positions which are new or additional for 2021. One position currently advertised is for an
early childhood teacher. I want to assure families that Miss Nikki is not going anywhere and will be
moving up into the lower Junior School for 2021. As our school grows and adapts to the learning needs
of students, changes will occur in the structures and positions to support this growth. Our Junior school
is one of many elements of the school that we are very excited about moving forward.
Our Interschool teams have been competing strongly with our Debaters progressing to the finals with
some strong outings. This week we have had home games for our Netball and Rugby League teams
with some mixed results and our Junior School students participated in a T-ball gala day to kick off their
Interschool return post COVID.
The Year 12 mock exams commence in Week 7 providing a valuable opportunity for our students to
prepare for the external exams and receive some target feedback as they build toward the October
QCAA exams. Over the coming weeks our staff will be supporting our Year 12 students with strategies
and techniques to ensure they are able to find the optimum point of relaxation, motivation and
application heading into the term break and study. Two of the key ingredients that many students often
forget in preparing for busy times such as exam periods are sleep and exercise. Many teenagers are
getting below the recommended doses of these two amazing medicines for success and faced with the
pressure of study, work and social commitments sleep and exercise are often neglected. The dose is
simple and will make a huge difference to your readiness to take on life's challenges:
Sleep - 8-10hrs per night, avoiding screen time within the hour before bed
Exercise - 30/60mins per day of moderate intensity exercise eg. Brisk walk, riding your bike, swimming

2021
Leadership
Speeches

Year 11 Leadership Speeches will take place on Monday
31 September in Blackthorn Hall. The speeches will
commence at 8:35am. Parents and friends are welcome
to attend.
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Palm Island Trip Photos...
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Ms Hopley's Year
7 English Classes
are
currently
writing their own
personal
"Life
Motto's" as they
are studying the
novel, Wonder.

Ashy Bruce-Moore
with a solo singing
performance

Brooke Everett &
Mackenzie Murphy
with a duet to ACDC

Jessie Miller
with a contemporary dance

Jasmin Sell
with a solo singing
performance
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Junior School Students

Just a reminder to parents who require
the After School Club service...
Please notify the Office on the day that
you require the booking, as we are
unable to cater for 'walk-ins'. It is a
School requirement to book ahead for
After School Club.

After School Club Coordinator
As the weather is getting warmer we will be
having some water play in the afternoons.
Parents may want to pack some spare, old
clothes suitable for kids to get wet in.
Alternatively if parents do not wish for their
children to partake in the wet activities,
please let the Office know when you are
making the booking.
Parents may also need to pack extra snacks for After School
Club, as some students are still hungry even though they
are provided with afternoon tea from the Dining Hall.
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The last two weeks have been very busy in Girls' Boarding with an outing to Townsville, the
Interschool Athletics Carnival and a tour to Texas Longhorn Tours here in Charters Towers. The
highlight of our long weekend was our Townsville trip. The girls had a lot of fun shopping up a
storm at Stockland, exploring the Queens Gardens and wandering along the Strand. The best
part of the trip though was most definitely Ice Skating. The theme for the night was Disco, and
we almost had the rink to ourselves. For many girls (and some of the staff!) this was their first
time skating, and even though there were some spills, there were even more smiles and
giggles.
We had 26 girls compete in the Interschool Athletics last week at Columba Catholic College. A
number of these girls placed in their respective events and all of them represented the College
with pride, and we are very proud of them.
The weekend just gone, a group of girls and some of the boys went on an outing to Texas
Longhorn Tours owned by Michael and Lynda Bethel. The Bethel's are a former BTC family and
they offered us a great day starting with a homemade smoko. During the tour of the saddle shop
we learned about how Michael makes saddles, and at the cattle yards, Lynda spoke about how
their breeding program works and how they are able to maintain their purebred herd. During the
safari, the students had the chance to see 'JR' the former Guinness World Record Holder for the
longest horned beast in the world and 'Milly' the longest horned cow in Australia. The students
were fortunate enough to see and sometimes pat a variety of animals including Texas
Longhorns, African Watusi, Scottish Highlanders, Water Buffalo and Bison. The afternoon
finished with some roping practice and lunch. We are very grateful that Michael and Lynda
offered us this exclusive half-day tour; it was a wonderful learning experience for all of our
students.
Until next time,
Carmen
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Where are you
from? Hopevale
How long have you been at
BTC? One year
Why did you choose BTC?
Because my Mum thought it
would be the best school for me
What is your favourite colour?
Red
What is your favourite thing
about boarding at BTC? You
get to spend time with your
friends
Where do you see yourself in
10 years time? In the Navy

Where are you
from? Winton
How long have you been at
BTC? This term
Why did you choose BTC?
I wanted more opportunities
then I had before
What is your favourite
colour? Green
What is your favourite thing
about boarding at BTC?
Getting to live with my friends
and Ms Ryan
Where do you see yourself in
10 years time? I haven't
decided yet

Where are you
from? Sandringham
Station, Bedourie
How long have you been at
BTC? Since Year 7
Why did you choose BTC?
My Grandma lived up here
What is your favourite
colour? Blue
What is your favourite
thing about boarding at
BTC?Seeing my friends
Where do you see yourself
in 10 years time? Working
on a station with about 20
horses and a truck big
enough to put them in

Where are you
Where are you
Where are you
from? Winton
from? Kenilworth Station,
from? Badu Island
How long have you been at between Balyando and Clermont How long have you been at
BTC? This is my first year
How long have you been at BTC? Since Term 1 this year
Why did you choose BTC?
BTC? 2 1/2 years
Why did you choose BTC?
My Mum and some other
Why did you choose BTC?
My sister was here
family came here
My brother came here
What is your favourite
What is your favourite colour? What is your favourite colour?
colour? Red
Baby Blue
Blue
What is your favourite thing
What is your favourite thing
What is your favourite thing
about boarding at BTC?
about boarding at BTC?
about boarding at BTC?
My friends and Ms Avril
Hanging out with my friends after
That we have our own rooms
school
and we don't have to share Where do you see yourself
in 10 years time?
Where do you see yourself in Where do you see yourself in
10 years time? I have no
A Basketball or Rugby
10 years time? Managing a
idea...maybe shopping!? station and maybe owning one
League Player
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P&F News

P&F Projects
2020 has been a difficult year to
fundraise & friendraise with
limitations
and
restrictions
around gatherings and events.
We encourage and welcome
support from our fellow parents
and friends and would love to
hear from you, particularly if you
have a project idea or a
suggestion
regarding
a
fundraising event. This year we
have purchased a Weber BBQ
for Boarding, erected a shade
sail over the handball courts,
purchased a mobile food van,
which we still need to refurbish,
approved the purchase of a new
coffee machine for the Home
Economics building ($5990),
donated $10,000 to the school
towards the upgrades to the
gym and applied for a Gambling
Grant to assist the Junior
School in getting a new
playground
(our
allocated
amount to put towards the grant
is $40,000). We should find out
whether we were successful for
the grant or not in the next
month or two. We would like to
take this opportunity to thank
our
Saleyard
Canteen
Coordinators, Di and Theresa
and all the volunteers for their
amazing efforts this year.

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au
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'Remembering Blackheath'
Fishing Shirts

Long Sleeve $50
Short Sleeve $45
Available from the P&F Shop.
Open every Thursday afternoon
from 3:00pm to 4:30pm.
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Dining Hall Menu
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YEAR 12 FUNDRAISER

'WHAT I WANT
TO BE WHEN I
GROW UP'
N
E
E
T
N
CA
E
L
B
A
L
AVAI
s,

e
t
a
l
o
Choc
&
s
e
i
l
l
o
L
,
s
p
i
Ch
s
k
n
i
r
d
Soft
e
l
a
s
r
fo

FREE DRESS DAY
TUESDAY 1 SEPTEMBER
GOLD COIN DONATION

Protecting you from
Coronavirus.

PRACTISE PHYSICAL
DISTANCING

WASH HANDS REGULARLY
WITH SOAP AND WATER

CLEAN SURFACES
REGULARLY

COUGH OR SNEEZE
INTO YOUR ARM

STAY HOME IF UNWELL
AND GET TESTED

DOWNLOAD THE
COVIDSAFE APP

For more information about Coronavirus (COVID-19),
please visit health.gov.au

