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Senior School Update

by Mr Adam Bowden
Week 8 was a week bursting with many opportunities for our students. Our Year 12 students
successfully navigated the mock exams block in preparation for their External Assessment
items to begin Term 4. I would like to thank Mrs Bushell for her efforts in ensuring our
students had the opportunity to practice and reflect in an authentic environment.
Kylee Parsons joined us on Thursday and Friday morning and held targeted sessions to our
students around all aspects of sexual health. While the topic can be an issue with students at
times, I must commend our students for their respect, attentiveness and maturity during
these sessions. The sessions included information focused around contraception, sexually
transmitted infections, pregnancy, puberty, hormones, body changes and sexting. The
sessions provided a strong education for our students on how to navigate such an array of
content available to them online, whether we like it or not.
Over the course of Term 3 our prospective student leaders for 2021 had their opportunity to
apply, interview and provide a speech for their selected positions. The process was daunting
for the students but provided many real-life experiences along the way. From a staff
perspective, there is an impressive group of young men and women coming through the
ranks and it is exciting to see what 2021 has in store for us. The voting process has been
concluded and the Captains and Prefects will be announced early in Term 4 in a changeover
ceremony with our outgoing 2020 senior leaders.
It was a busy term, more so than usual but the students for the most part were able to handle
the pressure and achieve many goals both academically and in the co-curricular setting.
We look forward to seeing all of the students back in Term 4 in what will be another busy
term. We wish you all a happy, safe and refreshing holiday and look forward to seeing both
parents and students back in Term 4.

STEAM HACKERS
Junior Engineers and Street Science have
a variety of digital methods to teach both
coding and science outside of school
hours. STEAM Hackers was created to
provide kids with the full STEAM
experience by offering live and engaging
online webinars on the coolest STEAM
topics for kids. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
OUR EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT CODE:
VIPSCHOOL www.steamhackers.com.au
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Junior School Students

Just a reminder to parents who require the
After School Club service...
Please notify the Office on the day that
you require the booking, as we are
unable to cater for 'walk-ins'. It is a
School requirement to book ahead for
After School Club.

After School Club Coordinator
As the weather is getting warmer we
will be having some water play in the
afternoons. Parents may want to
pack some spare, old clothes
suitable for kids to get wet in.
Alternatively if parents do not wish
for their children to partake in the
wet activities, please let the Office
know when you are making the
booking.

There are to be NO devices
brought to school (mobile
phones, ipads etc) and
especially NO DEVICES in
After School Club.

Parents may also need to pack extra snacks for After School
Club, as some students are still hungry even though they
are provided with afternoon tea from the Dining Hall.
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Co-Curricular Activities

Blackthorn Classifieds

New Pizza Shop and Cafe
opening in the Towers!
Exciting opportunity to be a part of an adventure.
Full time, part time and casual positions available.
Hours range from 6am to 11pm
(open later on Friday and Saturday nights)
Shop will operate 7 days a week.
Anyone who considers themselves to be a Rockstar,
please apply!
Looking for individuals who want to work, have a go and enjoy
their job.
Above award wages being offered,
Flexible Shifts.
All experience levels will be considered.

Juniors, school leavers and mature minded.....
Training will be provided.
Experience in the food industry would be advantageous,
but not essential.
Seeking people to fill the following positions:

ASSISTANT MANAGER | IN-STORE STAFF
| DELIVERY STAFF
Assistant Manager positions require you to have a Food Safety
Supervisor Certificate.
Please send a resume, cover letter and position applying for to
ct.management20@gmail.com

The Gold City Chinese
Restaurant in Gill Street
has a casual position
available for a reliable
13-14 year old girl who
has good, basic math
skills. If you are
interested in this
position, please drop
your resume into the
restaurant.
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Girls' Boarding News
The last two weeks have been a little quieter in Girls’ Boarding over the assessment period. The
students have been working hard to prepare for their exams and to get the last of their
assignments in for the term. For our Year 12 girls, this is the final, official assessment they will
do as students at BTC, which is a huge milestone for them. We wish all of our students the best
with their assessments this term.
In order to allow the students to prepare for their assessments we have offered the students oncampus activities for the last two weekends with volleyball and the pool being the two most
popular. Holly and Brenda in Year 11 organised a slip and slide and water balloon fight for the
girls which was a lot of fun for everyone. We have also had some girls go and watch the finals of
some local sporting fixtures and the last two weekends we have been fortunate enough to have
Alison Stoneman come in and do some craft with the girls.
As we hurtle towards the end of the term, we have many exciting events coming up, including
the Interschool Formal this Friday and Graduation next Thursday. These are both exciting and
sad times for the girls as they see their seniors, their friends and their role models, close this
chapter of their lives and start a new one. While we could not be prouder of our seniors and all
want the very best for them it is hard for the girls to say goodbye. This year we have been very
fortunate to have an outstanding group of senior girls lead by Charli Gallagher, our Boarding
Captain and Jackie Brown, our Blackheath Captain.
On Thursday night last week, we had six of our Year 11 girls give their speeches for the 2021
Girls’ Boarding Captain position. All of the girls spoke very well, and we have a great group of
Year 11s waiting in the wings to step up and run their dorms next term. The Girls’ Boarding
Captain for next year will be announced along with the other student leadership positions later
in the year.
This weekend we will focus on packing for the holidays and I look forward to catching up with
many of you when you come to collect your children.
Until next time,
Carmen
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Meet our Boarders

Bridey
Cramer

Brenda
Peemuggina

Where are you from?
Bedourie, Qld
How long have you been at
BTC? 3 Years
Why did you choose BTC? We had family
friends here
What is your favourite colour? Pink
Who is in your family? Mum, Dad, two
brothers and one sister
Favourite thing about boarding? Being a
Senior in Yellow Dorm. I have a great dorm!
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Teaching primary school, living in my own
house with my dog

Where are you from?
Perth, WA
How long have you been at
BTC? 4 Years
Why did you choose BTC? My siblings
came here
What is your favourite colour? Purple
Who is in your family? Mum, Dad, three
brothers and two sisters
Favourite thing about boarding? Making
memories with my dorm sisters
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
As a surfer living on the beach somewhere

Dian

Stacey

Herbert

Where are you from?
Hughenden
How long have you been at
BTC? Just this term
Why did you choose BTC? To be closer to
family and friends and to get a better education
What is your favourite colour? White
Who is in your family? Mum, Pop, two older
brothers, one older sister and one younger
sister
Favourite thing about boarding? I have my
own room!
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Hopefully in the Queensland Police Service

McCullough
Where are you from?
Bruslee Station, CT
How long have you been
at BTC? This is my third year
Why did you choose BTC? Because of the
Arrowsmith Program and my sister was
already here
What is your favourite colour? Red
Who is in your family? Mum, Dad,
Grandma, Grandad and my older sister
Favourite thing about boarding? Chilling
with the girls in the common room
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Famous?

PARENT NOTICES

WEEK 9 TERM 3

Meet our Boarders

Chloe

Jesse

Maxwell

Johnson

Where are you from?
Rothbury Park, between
Richmond and Julia Creek
How long have you been at BTC? Almost
two years
Why did you choose BTC? Because my Mum
and Dad came here
What is your favourite colour? Baby Blue
Who is in your family? Mum, Dad, one older
brother and one younger brother
Favourite thing about boarding? All my
friends
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? At
uni studying drama

Where are you from?
Weipa
How long have you been
at BTC? 4 years this year
Why did you choose BTC? Because of the
Condon family
What is your favourite colour? Blue
Who is in your family? Mum, Dad and one
older brother
Favourite thing about boarding? Living
next door to Chelsea
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Living in Weipa working for Mum and Dad

Chylesiah

Shontaya

Baira-James

Where are you from?
Palm Island
How long have you been
at BTC? 3 years
Why did you choose BTC? My
grandparents went here
What is your favourite colour? Blue and
Grey
Who is in your family? Mum, two sisters
and three brothers
Favourite thing about boarding? Hanging
out with the girls
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Delivering babies! I want to be a nurse and a
midwife

Freeman

Where are you from?
East Maitland, NSW
How long have you been
at BTC? Almost two years
Why did you choose BTC? I wanted more
sporting opportunities
What is your favourite colour? Blue
Who is in your family? Mum, Dad, five
brothers and two sisterrs
Favourite thing about boarding? Getting
to make new friends and memories
Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
Playing professional rugby or teaching PE
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is with deep sadness that I write to acknowledge that at the end of Term 3 Mrs Maree Ballantyne will be
retiring from Girls’ Boarding. Maree will be very missed by the students and staff alike and while I know
that we will still see her from time to time in the future it will not be the same.
Maree has been an extremely valued employee of the College for the past 20 years and in the boarding
house she is irreplaceable. She has guided hundreds of students in her time at the College and I know
that many of us would not have made it through our time here without her. Every boarder has started here
as a stranger and left as part of her family. In the field of boarding Maree is undoubtedly an expert.
In her time here Maree has seen many of the College’s ups and downs, Principals come and go, but
under her leadership Girls’ Boarding has remained constant, dependable, and stable. She has worked
tirelessly and often put herself and her family second for the betterment of the College and ‘her girls’.
On a more personal note, I would like to thank Maree for the guidance and support that she has given me
over the last 17 years. In life it is rare that we find someone outside of family who loves and supports us
unconditionally but that is what Maree has always done for me. Without her I know that I would not be
anywhere near the person that I am today. Maree has always treated me like one of her children and for
that I will be eternally grateful.
I know that this has been a very difficult decision for Maree to make and I am glad that she has been able
to do so with the support of her family and friends. I look forward to hearing about all of her adventures
with Paul in their caravan and I wish her all the best in her retirement. After 20 years, she certainly
deserves a rest.
Yours Sincerely,
Carmen
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P&F News
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'Remembering
Blackheath'
Fishing Shirts

Long Sleeve $50
Short Sleeve $45
Available from the
P&F Shop.
Open every Thursday
afternoon from
3:00pm to 4:30pm
or by appointment.

Please note that
the P&F Uniform
Shop won't be open
in Week 9 as it is
last week of school
The P&F Committee takes this time to wish the Class of 2020 all
the very best for the future. Enjoy your graduation celebrations!
To the rest of our school community we wish you all a safe and
relaxing Holiday. See you all in Term 4! Go It Blue!

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au

WEEK 9 TERM 3

Dining Hall Menu

PARENT NOTICES

