
In Boys' Boarding at Blackheath &Thornburgh College we are looking

forward to working closely with your sons to help them make their way

through school, reach their potential and to become the gentlemen that

we all would love to see them turn out to be. With my wife Jen as dorm

mum and all the Boys' Boarding staff we have a passion for boys'

education and pastoral care. Busy, active boys are happy boys and a

priority in Boys' Boarding is physical activity, sport and opportunities for

volunteer service. While aiming to establish a family environment, where

older boys can guide and mentor their younger peers, we impress on the

boys the need for respect for each other, boarding staff and the whole

BTC community. We warmly welcome all our new boarders and their

families and look forward to you joining our boarding family in 2021.

Inspired by Tradition

Principal's Message

Welcome to Blackheath & Thornburgh College!

For over 100 years BTC has been providing quality education and

personal development opportunities to children from all over Australia

and abroad. Our College is inspired by tradition encouraging each and

every member of our community to embrace the rich diversity of our

Students, acknowledging that each child brings with them an interesting

story, an individual talent and many personal differences that makes

each and everyone of them unique and inspiring. Your journey is only

just beginning and we look forward to working alongside you and the

people who support you to open up pathways to success at BTC and

beyond.

One of the strengths of our College is our

outstanding team of educators and support

staff. Each and every member of the

community works toward creating a safe,

supportive and engaging learning

environment for you.

Mr Simon Murphy
Principal

Head of Boys' Boarding

Mr Andy Thorne
Head of Boys' Boarding



Students who join us from Year 7 can expect to have rigorous,

challenging, creative, fun and rewarding experiences throughout their

first year at BTC. 

We pride ourselves on setting high expectations for both students and

staff across all aspects of life at the College.  Students can expect to be

pushed and challenged with what they learn as well as through their

responsibilities both inside and outside the classroom. BTC aims to

develop students who are valued members of society and confident

young people, capable of affecting change in the local and wider

community. To do this, we build resilience, confidence, persistence,

creativity, leadership and communication skills through all aspects of our

curriculum. Our key role as educators is to provide students with

opportunities to leave BTC with much more than a Queensland

Certificate of Education, we promote experiences in a vast range of co-

curricular and social opportunities and a sense of purpose and the

confidence to face any challenge in life.

We understand that all young people are growing and changing and our

team of Teachers, Support Staff and School Psychologist are here to

support each and every child through the rollercoaster that is

adolescence. Education is a partnership and we are constantly looking

for opportunities to improve and gather feedback as we develop modern

educational practices and skills built on the strong foundations of

Blackheath & Thornburgh College.

Head of Girls' Boarding

The Girls' Boarding team and I are very much looking forward to

welcoming you and your daughters into our BTC Boarding family next

year. 

While we understand that our boarders come to us for a variety of

reasons, this makes the decision to entrust your daughter to us no less

challenging. Three out of the five staff who work in Girls' Boarding were

boarders during our own schooling, and three of the five are also past

students of the College. This means that we have a great understanding

of what it means to not only be a boarder but to be a boarder at BTC. 

We are also very fortunate to have all of the student leaders for 2021,

with the exception of the three dedicated male positions, living in Girls'

Boarding. These Senior Students will play an integral part in helping your

daughters adjust to this new chapter in their lives. 

In Girls' Boarding it is our highest aim to provide your daughter with a

safe, supportive environment where she can be herself and flourish in all

of her chosen pursuits. We strive to prepare our girls for future

education, employment or any pathway that they may decide to take in

their life.  We are delighted that you have chosen BTC and we look

forward to seeing you on in the new year.

Head of Senior School

Mr Adam Bowden
Head of Senior School

Ms Carmen Ryan
Head of Girls' Boarding



The Junior School team is well prepared and looking forward to joining

you and your child/children as we embark on their educational growth

together. As learning is very much an individual and developmental

process, we design our programs to work on the individual needs of

students in a positive and well-supported classroom environment. Our

focus on prioritising foundational Literacy and Numeracy skills is

balanced with an extensive co-curricular program and access to

specialist teachers in the Arts, Health and Physical Education

departments. We recognise many students need to be challenged and

have their learning extended; therefore our approach prepares academic

resilience to support future learning pathways and challenges. We also

work closely with Speech Pathologists, Occupational Therapists,

Psychologists and Paediatricians should children need this support. 

The year ahead is filled with many exciting opportunities to participate in

community and school functions. Junior School students are an integral

part of the wider school community and enjoy close interaction with older

students in the Secondary School. Our Junior School embodies the

strong values and traditions of the College and looks forward to the

contributions your child/children will make to foster new traditions and

inspirations for the future.

Head of Junior School

Mrs Jenny Black
Head of Junior School
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