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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
Week 5 signifies the halfway point for our final school term in 2021.
As we begin to look forward to what 2022 may hold I would like to
acknowledge the outstanding start our new seniors have made given
added responsibilities and increased academic challenges. They
have been active in and around the school working with their peers
to support positive choices and actions. Whilst there are most
definitely some areas for refinement, as young people they have lent
into the challenge and are demonstrating the skills and knowledge
required to make positive change at BTC.
With the adjustments in the transition to senior study around the new
QCE we have made the decision to amend the reporting cycles to
reflect these changes. As we move to the end of the school year
formal reporting this term will be for our Year 7, 8 and 9 cohorts.
Families with students in these year groups will receive a full
summation of student progress and achievement at the conclusion of
the term. With our Year 10 & 11 cohorts moving into Year 11 & 12
study for Term 4, they will receive a formal report at the conclusion of
their first semester of study, the end of Term 1, 2022. This report will
be focused on student progress against the Senior QCAA
achievement standards and assessment items. In 2022 we will
continue to offer opportunities for Parent teacher interviews at the
commencement of Term 2 and Term 4.
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT CONTINUED
The summer holiday period provides a fantastic opportunity for the College to complete major projects to
continue the enhancement of our teaching, learning, recreational and residential spaces. In the coming
week one of our biggest projects for the second half of 2021 will become a reality with a new school bus
arriving to service our increasing student numbers. With amazing support from the P&F, the bus will
provide increased opportunities for class excursions, field trips and efficient transport for interschool and
town sporting competitions.
Onsite we will have several projects take shape across the break with a focus on developing the Junior
School play spaces to support imaginative and active play. The major development will see a large portion
of the undercover space transform into an open play area ready for our young people to return in 2022.
This will include artificial turf surfaces around the new P&F playground area, natural elements, slippery
dips, trike/scooter track and large level shaded play area. Additionally we will be replacing the Junior
School toilet block with a brand new 5 cubicle, unisex building with surrounding deck area.
In the dormitory areas, in consultation with the College Board, a commitment has been made to a staged
approach to continued refurbishments to compliment the air conditioning project completed earlier this
year. We have 2 key focus areas, hot water provisions and roofing which will begin to take shape over the
summer holiday break.
As we move to the end of term we are farewelling several happy faces from the school community with Mr
Mabuza (Facilities Manager), Mr Swinkels and Mrs Swinkels finishing with us at the end of Week 5. Mr
Mabuza will still be a member of the Charters Towers community moving to take up a fantastic opportunity
at a local community support organisation. He has contributed significantly to a number of projects in 2021
and we wish him all the best in his new position. Mr and Mrs Swinkels will be moving to the south for a new
opportunity in Mrs Swinkels' area of expertise. Mr Swinkels has developed the art space in his time with us
and his calm and caring approach will be missed across the College.
Go It Blue
Mr SImon Murphy

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THAT
WERE INVOLVED
MULLETS FOR MENTAL HEALTH RAISED

$1365.00
FOR THE BLACK DOG INSTITUTE
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FROM THE HEAD OF JUNIOR
The first few weeks of Term 4 have saw our students return
to the swimming pool in preparation for the Interhouse
Swimming Carnival. Participation for all students was the aim
of this event and for our confident swimmers, there was
plenty of competition amongst the Houses.
While Term 3 had a hectic schedule of events from the
Charters Towers Show, Eisteddfod, a visit by the Life
Education team, Didjeribone, Book Week and Family Day,
the School Musical, Barn Dance and BTC’s Got Talent; Term
4 is focused on getting our students out of the School
environment for some external excursions.

The Year 3/4 class travelled to Pajingo Station for three days of activities and for some, the
first time away from home. Students learned about branding, castrating and tagging cattle;
even tasting grilled testicles! They experienced milking a cow and quite surprisingly some
were reluctant to taste milk (not from the bottle). Challenges included building shelters and
learning to make a fire to boil the billy. Planned bush walks had to be cancelled due to the
heat conditions, but the ‘wet day’ activities were a popular replacement. Mr Morris and Miss
Marnie kept everyone active and learning to work in different teams.
Later in the term, the Year 5/6 class will travel with Miss Pienaar to Camp Barrabadeen, at
Lake Tinaroo from the 8 -11 of November. Students will enjoy a range of activities,
including kayaking and abseiling as well as team building activities. Miss Pienaar has a
great skill set to undertake these activities.
The Year 1/2 class will travel to Townsville for a day excursion at the Billabong Sanctuary,
while the Pre-Preps and Preps will have a visit to Centenary Park.
Students are settled and working well in their classes as they prepare for transition to the
next year level in 2022.
Go It Blue
Mrs Jenny Black
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FROM THE LEARNING SUPPORT &
ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR
“Fairness is not giving everyone the same thing. Fairness is giving each person
what they need to succeed”.
2021 has seen a very significant whole-school focus on inclusion, including
building teacher capacity in ensuring that all learners have equitable and
accessible learning opportunities in order to achieve their personal best.
Students, parents and staff are feeling increasingly confident and comfortable
that individual student needs are understood, and that reasonable adjustments
are provided as necessary for students with additional learning needs.

<
Mrs
Tamara
Abbott
(JS)

>
Miss Eily
Boyce
(SS)

Our passionate and proactive Teacher Aide team is an integral part of the
school and are a credit to BTC. Teacher Aides in the Junior School are being
trained in synthetic phonics and literacy and part of our Secondary Teacher
Aide team will also be upskilled in these critical understandings of how children
develop and improve their literacy skills. Students, teachers and parents really
value the outstanding contribution our Teacher Aides make to the College, both
inside and outside of the classroom, and feel welcome to share your positive
feedback with our hard-working aides next time you see one of the team.
We are in the process of identifying a future vision for Learning Support across
both the Junior and Secondary Schools, and continuing to build our systemic
support processes to ensure that all students have every opportunity to
succeed. Constructive parent feedback is always welcome and we look forward
to continuing to build on our strong foundations as we head into 2022.
Go It Blue
Mrs Elisabeth Poole

>
Ms Tash
Reed
(JS)

^ Mrs
Brianna
Kleem
(SS)

<
Mrs
Jeffy
Morris
(Pre-Prep)

>
Mr Sam
Shadbolt
(SS)

>
Ms Marnie
Wilson
(JS & SS)

<
Miss
Shaye
Thorn
(JS & SS)

<
Ms Hayley
Wilson
(SS)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Junior
FRIDAY 12
NOVEMBER
TOWN POOL
Competitors are to wear PE
Uniform to the Carnival

GO IT BLUE!
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SENIOR AG UPDATE
In Week 4, our Year 11 Agricultural
Practices class was fortunate to attend
a CHRRUP workshop focusing on
cattle
supplementary
feeding.
Presented by Jim Wade, students
learned about types of supplementary
feeds, such as lick blocks, loose lick
and water medication. We learned that
we need to consider much more than
just whether we have some grass
when it comes to keeping our different
classes of cattle in top condition. It was
a great day out and we are looking
forward to using what we learned in
class and at home.
Year 11 Ag Practices

#BTC AG
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BOYS' BOARDING UPDATE
The boys have been busy over the last few weeks
with all manner of academic, sporting and cocurricular activities. We are especially proud of
those boys who step up and give of themselves in
volunteering weekly to help out at the saleyard
canteen, most recently Travis, Steven, Darryl and
Dominik.

Thanks for your
kind
words Mr Thomps
on

A number of boys, ably led by Sam, our Boys' Boarding Captain spent several hours
this week assisting at a working bee for the local junior cricket grounds mowing,
edging, cleaning the club house and preparing the grounds for the weekly cricket
matches.
Congratulations to our junior boarder of the week Kirk and senior boarder of the week
Seth G. These boys have thoroughly deserved their award (voted upon and decided
by all the boarding supervisors) with their positive attitude to boarding life including
prep each night as well as their punctuality and beautifully clean rooms. We all warmly
welcomed our new boarding supervisor a few weeks ago, Mr Wesley van Schalkwyk “Mr V” to the boys, all of whom know Mrs V as one of their math teachers. Mr van
Shalkwyk has a passion for all things mechanical, including rebuilding and repairing
vehicles and will reboot the Young Men’s Shed this term with a few fun projects where
all interested boys are able to join in.
Wednesday night saw some very interesting makeup and costumes and some classic
dance floor moves at the Halloween disco. This was greatly enjoyed by all and a credit
to the students who organised and ran the event, and to all the students for their
behaviour on the night. This coming Monday night the senior girl and boy boarders
have organised a special Halloween themed dinner which includes prizes for best
dressed. Next Sunday, 7 November all girl and boy boarders will head to Townsville
for a great day of fun at Townsville’s Barra Fun Park. The boarding houses will be
closed on the day as all boarders and staff will be attending the fun park.
All the best from everyone in boys boarding - the ‘Sons of Thornburgh College’
Go It Blue
Mr Andrew Thorne
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P&F NEWS
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UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS
If any of our parents would like to help out at either of
these upcoming events, please get in touch;
4787 5100 or btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au
Saturday 13 November, Richmond Hill State School
Annual Fete. P&F will be selling Sausage Sizzle.
Monday 29 November, BTC Carols Night,
P&F will be selling Sausage Sizzle and
drinks/nibbles etc.
The $500 P&F Raffle will be drawn at
Carols Night, tickets are still available.
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