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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
Two weeks into Term 3 and our students have been very active in
the local community with excursions, events, Interschool sport
and academic challenges. Our Preps took Mrs West on an
adventure to Billabong Sanctuary to explore the many exhibits
looking for fury, scaly and feathery creatures. The Year 3/4 Class
have had an exceptionally busy start attending the World Theatre
for the visiting Barbaroi Circus performance and packing their
bags this weekend in preparation to head to Paluma for their class
camp. Our little athletes tore apart the track and field at the recent
Interschool Athletics Carnival with some outstanding
performances representing BTC. With two Age Champions; 11
Year Girls - Sonny Prichard and 12 Year Girls - Krissy Malana
and one Runner-Up; 10 Year Girls - Mackenzie Murphy, BTC
impressively took out the 2022 Averages Champion Shield once
again. Each of our athletes should be exceptionally proud of their
achievements. Our lower primary classes partnered with Toyota
for National Tree Day planting 20 young trees around the school
which we look forward to watching grow with these students as
they progress through their schooling.



In the Senior School, students dressed to impress for the Combined Schools Formal and dazzled
us all with their transformations. Our boarding crew once again excelled assisting at the local
Show providing support to the committee with setup and event preparation in the main arena.
Interschool sport has started with a bang with our girls Softball Teams working well to see a total
of 35 players cross the home plate for runs across the 3 games to take the clean sweep against
All Souls. Mrs Street and the Science Team are preparing for National Science Week challenges
kicking off with a group of students entering the Science Olympiad competition which
commenced with a challenging test on Friday 29 July. Week 3 will see the Senior Athletics team
take on their competitors at the Interschool Carnival, flying the BTC flag with strong
representation across all events. Debating has for many years been a strength for our Junior,
Middle and Upper Secondary Teams and having commenced their preparations for 2023,
students are eager to enter the battle zone for the first round of Interschool debating next week.

With plenty happening in the local community for students across all ages we have been very
pleased with our students ability to spread their focus whilst navigating the commencement of
the new term. Across the College we have seen classes settling back into their daily routines,
senior students preparing for assessment and class based activities all whilst actively engaging
in the opportunities offered in the wider school community. 

With the success of our instrumental program and more music echoing around the school than
we have seen in decades the demand for instruments to support our growing program has
skyrocketed. Our outstanding P&F have generously donated $10,000 toward the purchase of a
range of new instruments which will be made available for hire to our budding musicians. Later
this term we hope to see some of the students displaying their skills on the stage for the annual
BTC’s Got Talent.

As our student body steadily increases the College Board has made a significant commitment to
develop sustainable practices and facilities. In the recent holiday period the Facilities Team
worked with local electricians NSEW to fit out all boarding spaces with LED lighting to provide
vibrant and efficient light for our boarders. As we progress toward the end of the year, a major
solar installation will occur on the roof of the Sports Centre providing approximately 95kw of solar
panels to supplement the provision of power to the College. These initiatives lead into the
development of a revised College Master Plan with a focus on the continued enhancement of
learning and residential environments for our community now and into the future.

GO IT BLUE!
Mr Simon Murphy

PARENT NOTICES WEEKS 1 & 2  |  TERM 3

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT CONTINUED



PARENT NOTICES WEEKS 3 & 4  |  TERM 3

UNIFORMS WEEKS 3 & 4

MATHS TUTORINGMATHS TUTORING
WHO:  Years 7-12 (all welcome)

WHEN:  Every Thursday afternoon 3:00pm-4:00pm 

WHERE:  SPC1 (classroom off Sport Centre)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Cater Care has launched a new brand identity for the
education sector: gather. by Cater Care.
Gather will continue to create a food experience that
extends our commitment to nourish your children's bodies
and contribute to developing their palettes and
appreciation for a range of cuisines. What will be different?
The key visible changes will be with the branding families
will see on the menus in parent notices, updates to the
servery and food display areas and new kitchen staff
uniforms. 
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IN
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Mr Simon Innes is practically a legend with the BTC
community, with his 23 years of continued service to the
school, students love hearing his many stories. 
Mr Reza Bokat’s years of experience, both as an engineer
and teacher, allows him to excel as our senior specialist
maths teacher. 
Mrs Chiedza Mabuza is well-loved by all her students, who
appreciate her passion for teaching, and her genuine
interest in all her students.
Mr. Glenn Scarffe has only been with us a short time but is
quickly becoming a popular teacher amongst the students,
and a valued colleague. 

G’day! I’m Matt Ralston, the new Head of Department for
Mathematics here at Blackheath & Thornburgh College. 

My wife Holly and I have moved to Charters Towers from
Blackwater half-way through last term. We’ve been very
appreciative of the welcoming environment created by the staff,
students and parents here at BTC.

I’m also very impressed with the fantastic team of maths
teachers that we have been able to assemble here at
Blackheath & Thornburgh College. Within the maths faculty, we
have approximately 60 years of combined teaching experience,
and I am honoured to work with them each day.

My name is Glenn Scarffe and I arrived in Charters
Towers two weeks ago. I began my teaching career
in Tully, where I taught maths and physics, and fell in
love with the laid-back lifestyle, climate, and natural
beauty of Far North Queensland.

After teaching for eight years, I took a break and
worked ten years in the sugar industry, in price risk
management and exports. I returned to teaching in
2018, when I ventured to China to teach the VCE
curriculum.

I am passionate about the value of learning maths and the skills that it can help you attain, and believe that
everything we put our minds to can be achieved. In my spare time I like to travel, play golf, and watch
sports including cricket, which I have played and followed most of my life.



Hi, my name is Chiedza Mabuza and I am the Year 11 and 12 Business and Essential Mathematics
Teacher at Blackheath & Thornburgh College. I am originally from Harare, Zimbabwe, lived and taught
Business, Accounting and Mathematics in Pretoria, South Africa for 6 years before flying across the Indian
Ocean to Australia in 2016. I moved to Charters Towers in 2019 from Brisbane when I was offered the
opportunity to become part of the BTC family.
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Galileo Galilei the great Italian
mathematician and scientist said;
‘Mathematics is the language
with which God has written the
universe’. 

Hi, my name is Reza Bokat!

As a mathematics teacher I firmly believe that Mathematics is
the art of problem solving. My responsibility as a teacher of
Mathematics is to show my students the importance,
relevance and beauty of mathematics and its applications. 

My experience as a mechanical engineer where I applied mathematics, and many years of teaching
experience, has enabled me to impart my knowledge with passion resulting in greater engagement of my
students who desire to learn and excel in this wonderful subject.

During my university days, teaching was not on my radar, in
fact it was the last thing I thought I would ever do. This was
until I found myself studying Business and Mathematics
through the Education Faculty and was placed in front of a
classroom of enthusiastic and hungry minds with a passion to
learn. I was hooked and have never looked back. I had found
my calling. Being a part of my students’ academic careers has
been a humbling experience as it fuels my passion and goal to
equip them with the necessary skills and knowledge that will
enable them to become future leaders in their respective
careers.

My journey in Australia has taught me the true meaning of inclusivity through the teaching of the many
diverse minds we have in our classrooms and how to make learning engaging and accessible to all
students. All this would not be possible without being part of a supportive team who they avail themselves
to teach the teacher when confronted with challenges. In my language, Shona, we say, “kudzidza hakuperi”
which means learning never ends. I strive to incorporate this into my learning and teaching experiences as
well as teaching it to my students to show them that learning is a never ending journey.
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CO-CURRICULAR SCHEDULE
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CONFRO REPORT
In the first week of the school holidays a strong Thornburgh team travelled to Mackay to take
part in Confraternity 2022. With the carnival being postponed in 2020 and cancelled on day 2 in
2021, it was a uniquely inexperienced team. This created a fresh opportunity for coaching staff
to set expectations and standards amongst the playing group.

Day 1 of the carnival saw BTC go up against Holy Spirit in the morning match up. After some
initial nerves which lead to having to defend a lot more than necessary, the boys in Blue found
their feet and were able to work themselves back into the game. Unfortunately, the heavy
defensive load had taken its toll which resulted in the loss of our structure and ultimately the
game. In the second game, BTC came up against Clairvaux MacKillop College, the eventual
winners of the Bowl for 2022, in what can only be described as a disastrous game for
Thornburgh. With the wind howling in their faces and multiple players suffering week-ending
injuries, we endured a heavy loss. 

Fortunately the boys refused to let the outcomes of day 1 taint their week. Rest and relaxation at
the resort soon lifted their spirits and they were eager to prove themselves on day 2. They faced
significant competition, a quick look at the fixture from the day before showed that Our Lady of
the Southern Cross College had beaten Clairvaux comfortably. The pre-match speech from
Captain Jack Rogers centred on everyone doing their job. The Thornburgh boys showed
immense improvement against a strong opposition. They weren’t able to come away with a win
but they held their head high knowing it wasn’t easy for the eventual winners of our division.
More significant injuries lead to the need for drastic changes to the starting team for the
afternoon match up against St Columbans. Jackson Curtis moved into the halves, pushing Jack
Rogers to hooker. This was a combination that proved themselves in the first appearance and
would force me to keep the changes for the remainder of the week. The crowd would have been
forgiven in thinking BTC were facing a repeat of the previous days' walloping when St
Columbans scored 2 quick tries to begin the match. However, a heroic performance from
Jahvan Oui, who was by this stage playing entire games without breaks due to injuries, inspired
the team to lift defensively and not let another try in for the rest of the game. Amoss Ambrym
followed his cousin's lead in the middle of the park by striking fear in the opposition and bending
the line with every carry. It was BTC’s first truly close match of the week and saw them attacking
the line trailing by 2 points with only moments left in the game. The clock eventually expired
before we could barge over, which was of course disappointing but an utterly dominant second
half provided the confidence the boys needed at that stage of the week.  

The rest day on Wednesday was spent looking around the local shopping centres, watching a
movie at the cinemas, and attending a BBQ at Ian Ritchie’s home, an old boy and long time
supporter of BTC. Leaving the BBQ, Ian and his peers from Rotary had immensely positive
things to say about the playing group, their manners, and respectful nature. These comments
proved to be a consistent theme throughout the week, with positive feedback coming from
strangers at the carnival, opposition teams, and the hotel staff. 



The Thornburgh boys woke up on Thursday hungry for their maiden win of the tournament.
Strategy going into the penultimate match focussed on shifting the ball frequently rather than
trying to go through the middle of St Joseph’s experienced forward pack. It was a tightly
contested match, with several changes of the lead. BTC found themselves in a familiar position
of being narrowly behind in the dying minutes of the match. Memories of the difficult loss on
Tuesday must have been fresh in their mind. This time however, the boys in the famous blue
jerseys were unwilling to be denied the win. Jack Rogers scurried over the line to score what
would end up being the match winning try with only 2 minutes left on the clock. In a good mood
after their first win, the boys were able to move around the carnival, watch some footy, enjoy
each other's company, and get to know what Confraternity is all about. 

The final day saw BTC face off against Abergowrie who were desperate to post their first win of
the tournament. Abergowrie's desperation against a massively injury-riddled Thornburgh side
proved too strong, with BTC being defeated in their final match. Once again the team had the
rest of the day to soak in what was left of Confraternity 2022. After enjoying the Shield Grand
Final together, the team found a spot to sit on the field for the annual presentations. What was
to follow really shouldn’t have come as a surprise to anyone considering the way the team had
carried themselves throughout the week. Out of 48 boys teams, Blackheath & Thornburgh
College were recognised with the Spirit of Confraternity Award. A great honour that accurately
represents the group of young men that travelled away together that week. 

Thank you to the coaching and managing staff that worked tirelessly throughout the year to
provide our players with the best week possible. Our attention will now turn to the 2023
campaign and I look forward to working in the culture that we have cultivated this year.

GO IT BLUE!
Mr Toby Paynter
Co-Curricular Coordinator / First Rugby League Coach
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

CODING CLUB IS

BACK IN TERM 3

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR CHILD TO SIGN UP TO
CODING CLUB, PLEASE EMAIL MR MORRIS -
RMORRIS@BTC.QLD.EDU.AU. PLEASE NOTE THAT
THE ABOVE PROGRAM IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

SCHOOL BANKING
Money for the Queensland Country Bank
School Banking Program is collected each
Tuesday. If any of our new students would
like to join the program, please visit our
local branch or email our representative
Susan Murphy;

smurphy@queenslandcountry.bank



P&F SHOP HOURS:
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P&F NEWS

Every Tuesday afternoon
from 3:00pm to 4:30pm.

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au

Last meeting update:  Thank you to the handful of
parents who joined us in person and via Zoom for our last
meeting. A unanimous decision was made to support Mr
Schipp with the purchase of brand new musical
instruments to help support and grow the Instrumental
Music Program at BTC. The P&F have agreed to donate
up to $10,000 for the purchase of the new equipment and
instruments. We thank our parents for their support
towards this significant donation and look forward to
watching our students grow their musical talents.

HELPERS NEEDED

a BBQ cook, this is from 6:00am to
7:30/8:00am
Help in the mornings from 8:30am (after
school drop off) to 11:30am.....or you can
stay for lunch! The lunch rush is from
11:00am to 1:00pm.
Help with afternoon clean up 1:00pm to
2:30pm. 

The P&F are desperately needing some extra
volunteers to help at the Saleyards Canteen.
Anyone who has some time on a Wednesday or
Friday (Friday is a fortnightly cattle sale) your
help would be greatly appreciated.  

To be specific we need:

Or if you can spare any time during the day, that
would be great! You will always be finished
before 3:00pm (school pick up).

For more information please contact our Canteen
Coordinator, Theresa Le Feuvre

canteencoordinator@btc.qld.edu.au
or 0427 829 607


