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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
Things are really heating up as we move into Eisteddfod season,
especially for our Junior School students who have been fine
tuning their performance in the hall throughout the start of Term 3.
With only days to go before the first performances we look forward
to seeing some of our youngest students own the stage with their
choir, verse speaking, instrumental and dance performances. For
any performances which students have entered during the day as
part of the BTC Eisteddfod team our staff will ensure they are
transported to and from the World Theatre. Whilst transport will be
arranged, if you would like to pick your child up for performances
during the day please notify the classroom teacher. Staff will
confirm exact performance times as they are released in the
coming week. 

One of the biggest events on the Junior School calendar is our
annual Family Day which coincides with Book Week each year. In
2022 our amazing team in the Junior School have developed a
range of activities leading up to Family Day with a highlight for the
children and families being the Book Week Parade. This years
theme is Alice in Wonderland with Family Day activities taking
place on Thursday 25 August 2022 from 8:40am-11:30am. We
look forward to seeing the crazy costumes and happy faces as the
students proudly parade for their loved ones.



Each year we have the pleasure of working with our Year 11 group to elect the new Student
Leaders. Whilst all students moving into Year 12 are eligible for formal student leadership
positions, applications are optional. Mr Bowden and his team have received 15 applications for
2023 with those expressing interest to begin the interview and speech writing process as they
put themselves forward for traditional student leadership roles. In our weekly Year 11 personal
development sessions, students have been exploring the many meanings for leadership with the
help of Mrs Ballantyne and Mrs Toomey. The group have been very open to identifying their
individual strengths and weaknesses whilst looking forward to how they can be role models for
their peers irrelevant of positions. One of the key focuses the groups have identified for their
senior year is to engage with students right across the school and maintain these connections.
We look forward to seeing them grow into their title as seniors in the coming Term.

Whilst the Year 11 cohort prepare for the next stages of their senior journey our Year 10 students
have been investigating the QCAA senior course offerings. Through a process of expressions of
interest and this week preferencing students have guided the development of the Year 11 2023
subject lines. Mrs Bushell will be emailing parents during Week 5 with information about SET
planning sessions and courses on offer to help students make informed subject choices based
on individual goals and potential post school options. It has been very interesting to see the
students navigate the process thus far with real maturity and consideration for where they would
like to be at the end of Year 12.  

GO IT BLUE!
Mr Simon Murphy
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT CONTINUED

2022 ANZAC JERSEY AUCTION
STAY

TUNED!
THESE SPECIAL

EDITION JERSEYS
WILL GO LIVE

ONLINE IN WEEK 5.
MORE

INFORMATION
WILL BE POSTED

TO OUR
FACEBOOK PAGE
AND EMAILED OUT

TO FAMILIES.
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UNIFORMS WEEKS 5 & 6

MATHS TUTORINGMATHS TUTORING
WHO:  Years 7-12 (all welcome)

WHEN:  Every Thursday afternoon 3:00pm-4:00pm 

WHERE:  SPC1 (classroom off Sport Centre)
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2022 REUNION WEEKEND
All Past Students are welcome to attend Reunion Weekend,

particularly those who graduated in the years ending with 0, 1 & 2.

19-21 AUGUST 



PARENT NOTICES WEEKS 5 & 6  |  TERM 3PARENT NOTICES WEEKS 3 & 4  |  TERM 3

ENGLISH &
HISTORY

IN
FOCUS

Hi Everyone. My name’s Daniel
Jenkins, and I’m the Head of
English & History at BTC.

Over the last two years, I’ve been
privileged to work with a committed
team of teachers, who constantly
strive to improve learning outcomes
for students. As a department, we’ve
..  been freshening up the curriculum, by introducing texts
such as Balcony on the Moon and Wide Sargasso Sea in
English, and case studies such as The Vikings and
Ancient Rome in History. Moving into 2023, we plan to
further enhance the explicit links between English and
History by looking at thematic connections including
post-colonialism, race relations and international conflict

Featured Teacher: Mr Hogg
Hello, my name is Lachlan Hogg and I teach English,
Building and Construction and Modern History at BTC. 
I have previously taught in Kununurra, Perth, Darwin and Humpty
Doo (an actual place)!

Prior to becoming a teacher I had an eclectic career. I worked on and drove commercial
fishing vessels in the Gulf of Carpentaria, worked as a postie, completed an
apprenticeship, Barista-ed, completed a politics degree and worked as a Divemaster. I
have travelled and camped my way around Australia four times and know there are far
more things to see! I moved into teaching because I thought it would be a job where
students ensured every day would be different. This has generally been my experience. I
enjoy the staff and community aspect of BTC and after spending Term 4 last year as a
stand-in, my very talented wife Emilie and I took the opportunity to move to Charters
Towers permanently.

Featured Teacher: Mr Innes
My name is Simon Innes and I have been teaching BTC
students for almost 23 years.
I love this school to my core and bleed blue almost as much as Mr Max
Batt. I have taught many subjects over the years, but my passion is
history. I’ve loved history from the time I was young, and have always
strived to put this enthusiasm for the subject into my teaching. To me, it
is important for the students to understand the people who have come
before us, how their contributions have led to the world we live in and
inform us on how to hopefully create a bright future for all people. I
welcome any conversations with parents at the school, and occasionally
in the middle of an aisle at Woolworths, and look forward to meeting you
all.



PARENT NOTICES WEEKS 5 & 6  |  TERM 3PARENT NOTICES

Mrs Kellie Walsh - a familiar BTC face who leads our work in
Grade 7 English, ensuring that students make a smooth
transition from primary to secondary.
Miss Shaye Thorn - a fresh face in the department, putting her
literacy and differentiation skills to work in our composite
classes.
Ms Christine Simpson - a junior secondary specialist from the
Northern Territory, currently teaching English, History and
Geography.
Miss Riah Avery - a recruit from the British education system,
utilising her experience from English and Welsh schools in our
Drama and English subject areas.
Mr Simon Innes - a long-standing teacher at our school,
continuing to inspire students in History, Geography and Math
lessons.
Mr Lachlan Hogg - a walking encyclopedia of general
knowledge, applying his understanding of curriculum and
content in English, History and Manual Arts classes.
Miss Sarah Martinuz - a well known PDHPE leader, drawing
on her historical expertise to explore ancient civilisations.

WEEKS 3 & 4  |  TERM 3

ENGLISH &
HISTORY

IN
FOCUS

The department batting lineup includes:

Mrs Walsh Miss Thorn

Ms Simpson Miss Avery Miss Martinuz
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CO-CURRICULAR SCHEDULE



On Sunday 26 June, after a full semester of preparation, a group of nine young Blackheath girls
began their long journey down to Mackay to compete in the 2022 Queensland Independent
Secondary Schools Netball (QISSN) Competition. They were ready to give it their all and watch
their hard work and training pay off. 

The girls were anxious, but excited to play their first game. They were given a great pep talk
before the game from myself and their manager, Miss Shaye Thorn, resulting in a strong draw
against Fraser Coast Anglican College, who would later be crowned the winners of our division.

Each game saw the girls step up to the high level and intensity of QISSN and improve
immensely. The Show Court game against All Souls St Gabriel’s School was definitely one to
watch. Our local competition came in fighting strong, however, the Blackheath girls worked
tirelessly to keep the score to a narrow margin.

Our defensive team was strong, with Ciana Smith showing great athleticism and leadership on
and off the court. Working alongside Ciana, was Sidonie Smith and although attending her first
and final QISSN, held her own ground and played fiercely throughout the week.

Our centre court players were fast, accurate and determined to carry the ball down the court and
work hard in defence to change possession. Tayla Green, a seasoned QISSN player brought
her expertise and speed to the court. Holly Wearing, a fit centre court player controlled the play
skilfully and worked perfectly with her teammates. Meg Rogers, our youngest player, who was
later crowned Blackheath & Thornburgh’s Most Valuable Player by the selectors, was
everywhere she needed to be and showed her athleticism several times as she intercepted the
ball on multiple occasions. 

Our shooting duo had their eye on the prize every game. Their overall shooting percentage was
high; a clear indicator of the amount of time and effort applied in training. Latia Graham was a
confident shooter who was deadly in the circle with her baseline drives. Alongside Latia, was
Dallas Sherratt, a young, yet knowledgeable athlete who showed skill and ability all over the
court.  

The final game against Saint Mary’s Catholic College saw the Blackheath girls determined to
win. An inspiring pre-game talk allowed the girls to realise their potential and have the courage
and enthusiasm to give it all they had and leave nothing on the court. This game allowed all
players to shine and show their true netball abilities and potential. Two Blackheath girls in
particular had outstanding games; Matilda Searle, whom attended her first QISSN, showed fight
and determination when under pressure and Jasmin Sell, whom also attended her first QISSN,
showed resilience and skill improvement throughout the game and the entire carnival. 

I am incredibly proud of the way all girls conducted themselves both on and off the court. They
played together as a team, supported one another, and demonstrated great sportsmanship
while representing the College to the utmost standard. 

Miss Sarah Martinuz
Head of Health & Physical Education / First Netball Coach
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QISSN REPORT
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QISSN SNAPS



On Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 August, five eager BTC Club Netball teams took part in the
weekend-long Charters Towers Netball Association (CTNA) Junior Carnival. It was a fun-filled
weekend that provided a great learning experience for all teams as they were able to compete
against some very strong and dominate teams from Townsville and surrounding towns. 

Given the extremely hot weather, all teams worked well together and persevered throughout the
two days. The girls showed resilience and commitment each game and should be commended
for their efforts. A few highlights from the weekend were the BTC First Diamonds dominating the
court against Columba Catholic College, not once but twice. Throughout the year, the BTC First
Team have been working hard in trainings, performing well as a team during club games and
have remained positive throughout the season, thus resulting in a fourth place overall in the 16
Years A Division. 

A big congratulations to BTC Opals who were the Runner-Ups in the Junior (11–12 Years)
Division. This team has improved immensely under the guidance of coach Dolly and we look
forward to seeing them progress over the next few years.

Special mention goes to our BTC Gems (Moddies) who played in their first local netball carnival.
These young girls represented the College with pride and enthusiasm throughout all ten games.

The most valuable players throughout the carnival selected by their coaches were; Sidonie
Smith (Diamonds), Eileen Naiteqe (Sapphires), Sataya Brown (Topaz), Zahli Busch (Opals) and
Ladie Sell (Gems). 

Thank you to our amazing coaching staff that spent their weekend with their teams and helping
them to develop and refine their skills. On behalf of the BTC Club Netball community, we would
also like to thank our wonderful umpires over the weekend. 

Miss Sarah Martinuz
Head of Health & Physical Education / First Netball Coach
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2022 CTNA JUNIOR NETBALL CARNIVAL REPORT
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JUNIOR SCHOOL NEWS

Family Day
and Book Week

Fancy Dress Parade
 

Thursday 25 August 
8:40am to 11:30am

Ride to School Day is back!Ride to School Day is back!Ride to School Day is back!
CTRC in conjunction with Adventurethon Australia have

organised a ride to school day as part of the 'get active' lead up
to Towers Rush on 2 October 2022. 

 When: Wednesday 24 August & Wednesday 7 September.
The ride will be supervised by Local Police and Adventurethon
Staff. Parents are also welcomed and encouraged to join the

ride. The ride will commence at 7:00am.
Start Location: Corinda Avenue (CT Airport)



P&F SHOP HOURS:
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P&F NEWS

Every Tuesday afternoon
from 3:00pm to 4:30pm.

btcpandf@btc.qld.edu.au

HELPERS NEEDED

a BBQ cook, this is from 6:00am to
7:30/8:00am
Help in the mornings from 8:30am (after
school drop off) to 11:30am.....or you can
stay for lunch! The lunch rush is from
11:00am to 1:00pm.
Help with afternoon clean up 1:00pm to
2:30pm. 

The P&F are desperately needing some extra
volunteers to help at the Saleyards Canteen.
Anyone who has some time on a Wednesday or
Friday (Friday is a fortnightly cattle sale) your
help would be greatly appreciated.  

To be specific we need:

Or if you can spare any time during the day, that
would be great! You will always be finished
before 3:00pm (school pick up).

For more information please contact our Canteen
Coordinator, Theresa Le Feuvre

canteencoordinator@btc.qld.edu.au
or 0427 829 607

REUNION MEET & GREET
The P&F traditionally help out the Past
Student Association with Reunion events.
We are seeking a couple of helpers to assist
on Friday 19 August from 6:00pm at the
Meet & Greet. If you are able to give up your
time, please contact the College on 4787
5100 and ask to speak to Jasmin.


