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The Blackheath & Thornburgh College Board is pleased to announce the 

appointment of Mr. Simon Murphy as the next Principal of Blackheath & 

Thornburgh College, commencing in January 2020. 

 

The process for the selection of our new Principal was very extensive and 

the Board was delighted with the level of interest shown in the position by 

a large number of highly qualified candidates.  At the conclusion of the  

selection process, the Selection Panel made their recommendation to the 

College Board who endorsed Mr. Simon Murphy to become the next    

College Principal. 

 

Simon is an experienced Deputy Headmaster coming from Macquarie   

Anglican Grammar School.  The Board was most impressed about        

Simon’s extensive experience in teaching and leading a range of contexts 

including Government and Grammar Schools throughout Metropolitan and 

Regional New South Wales.  Simon looks to build a culture driven by    

student, family and staff collaboration with a strong focus on developing 

well-rounded young people who can participate actively, think critically and 

solve problems, and make a valuable contribution to society.   

 

“My family and I look forward to joining BTC and the Charters Towers 

community, moving from Dubbo, NSW.  I have worked extensively in rural 

school settings throughout the central-west NSW region.   

I have a strong foundation in pastoral care and the development of        

innovative teaching and learning modes, seeking to maximise the learning 

opportunities for students. 

I believe in leadership through service and action, walking alongside my 

colleagues providing opportunities for each individual to explore their own 

trail toward success.  As the Principal of Blackheath & Thornburgh       

College, I look forward to working collaboratively with the board, staff, 

community and most importantly the students to continue the schools’   

vision to create successful people of the future”. 

 
The Board’s role is to ensure a smooth transition for the incoming        

Principal and there is more than sufficient time for this process to occur. 

Along with the College Community, we look forward with confidence to 

supporting Mr. Simon Murphy as he further develops the significant legacy 

that our current principal Mr. Nigel Fairbairn has built over the last seven 

years.  Please join us in welcoming Simon and his family to Charters  

Towers and most importantly, Blackheath & Thornburgh College. 


